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The Borough of Chambersburg unveiled its long-term plans to acquire the land where the 
Southgate Shopping Center has rested for more than five decades. The plan to buy and redevelop 
the land is a collaborative effort with the Elm Street Advisory Council/BOPiC. In the next 20 
years, they plan to redevelop the land into a multi-purpose neighborhood that supports local 
businesses and accessible housing. 

Before the construction of the shopping center in 1962, the land was home to residents of the 
third ward neighborhood. As a result of the shopping center, the construction led to the 
displacement of community members. The neighborhood had a predominantly Black population 
and was a symbol of perseverance through the age of segregation and the fight for civil rights. 
Today, it sits almost abandoned, leaving only ten businesses open to the public. 

On Oct. 26, the Elm Street Advisory Council held a meeting with the Borough Council to present 
the Community Outreach Plan. The plan consists of four steps: Property Acquisition, Grassroots 
Redevelopment Vision, Third-Party Developer Selection, and Redevelopment Process. The 
Advisory Council is seeking feedback from Chambersburg residents’ opinions and desires for the 
proposed neighborhood. To achieve this, they welcome community members to join in on 
meetings and to fill out an online survey. Through this data, the ESAC hopes to figure out what 
kind of development to build. 

Looking back at the Third Ward neighborhood in Chambersburg, it is evident that Black families 
and businesses were at a disadvantage of a government policy to use federal money to bulldoze 
this thriving neighborhood. The construction of the Southgate Shopping Center is a prototypical 
example of poor urban design that took advantage of underprivileged populations. According to 
the Census website, Black people currently make up 12.1 percent of the Borough population. As 
a result of these past events, the 14-acre project hopes to seize an opportunity to pay tribute to 
the lost neighborhood by building this new, currently unnamed, neighborhood. 

The project is very much still in its early stages, just beginning to collect data from members of 
the Elm Street and greater Chambersburg communities. The goal is a mixed-use neighborhood 
with parks, social services, housing, and retail, but more than anything, a strong and secure 
quality of life for current and future Elm Street residents. 

“We very much want to make sure that this is the type of neighborhood that we are proud of,” 
said Jack Jones, Elm Street Manager, to La Voz Latina Central PA. 


